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PUTNAM COUNTY I N  THE CIVIL WAR - FIRST EDITION 

Fellow Putnamites ,  This  i s  t h e  f i r s t  of s i x  o r  more e d i t i o n s  on 
" ~ u t n a m  County i n  t h e  C i v i l  War". You w i l l  r e ad ,  h e a r  and s e e  much 
on our Nationwide Centennia l  Commemoration. Do you know what p a r t  
our  County had  i n  i t s  outcome? Both our  m i l i t a r y  and economic con- 
t r i b u t i o n s  were cons iderab le .  

This  f i r s t  e d i t i o n  seeks  t o  cover ,  "The F i r s t  100 Days." This 
e d i t i o n  i n d i c a t e s  what t o  expect  from f o l l o w i n g  e d i t i o n s .  If you 
want t o  i n s u r e  every e d l t i m - r e a c h i n g  you, w r i t e  me a s  cop ie s  a r e  
l i m i t e d .  Some have expressed a d e s i r e  f o r  a n  e x t r a  copy of a l l  e d i -  
t i o n s  under one cover f o r  p r e s e r v a t i o n .  If s o ,  l e t  me know w i t h i n  
30 days. Cost $2.00. Pay now o r  when ready .  Do it now. 

May I cont inue  t o  thank  those  who a r e  h e l p i n g  t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  our 
County's  p a r t  i n  the  C i v i l  War. We thank Miss Gladys Ladu of t h e  
S t a t e  L ibra ry  f o r  supply ing  much a d d i t i o n a l  in format ion ,  "beyond t h e  
c a l l  of du ty ,"  t o  our  County's h i s t o r y .  D r .  A l b e r t  Towner, Mrs. Geo. 
G r i f f  i t h  and Mrs. Wil l iam M i l l e r  have added a number of Vete rans  t o  
our Honor R o l l .  We have Mrs. Wal te r  Welcher 's  g r and fa the r ,  Louis 
Ba r t ed i s  d i scharge ,  Mrs. H a r r i e t  A .  F e r r i s  h a s  l o c a t e d  a photo of 
o f f i c e r s  of t h e  Fourth Heavy A r t i l l e r y  with names. W i l l  any one 
vo lun tee r  t o  a s s o c i a t e  names and p e r m n s ?  Henry H .  Wells  h a s  g iven  

us  a biography of h is  f a t h e r ,  Maj. Frank Wells,  Gen. Char les  5. 
Steieneon sends  news of t h e  proposed reenactment  of t h e  B a t t l e  of  
Bul l  Run i n  J u l y .  Mrs. E.S. Havi land from F l o r i d a  w r i t e s  a d d i t i o n a l  
in format ion  on the  Four th  Heavy A r t i l l e r y .  A l l a n  Dewey informs u s  
t h a t  Miss Jean Saunders h a s  ca ta logued  the  h i s t o r i c  m a t e r i a l s  of t h e  
Putnam County H i s t o r i c a l  Soc i e ty .  

Pred Haida has.  l o c a t e d  f o r  u s  a r a r e  copy of Barber  and Howes f i r s t  
e d i t i o n  of " R i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s  of t h e  S t a t e  of New York". John 
Deinhardt  c o n t r i b u t e d  two broads ides  on p o l i t i c s  i n  t h e  County i n  
t h e  1820s. Thanks t o  some one sending  photos  of t h e  SouthEast  house 
b u i l t  i n  1719. 

Addi t ions  t o  our  C i v i l  War Vete rans ,  Honor R o l l  from A t o  H .  
Char les  Bradle John  Burne l l  ( 1 s t  Eng.) Herman H. Cole  HA) 
Ephraim Davis  (?&A) Norman Davis  ( 4 ~ ~ 1  Horace Eas twood ( @ A )  
C a r l  Fos t e r  ( 1  Mted R i f  l e s )  Henry F u l l e r ,  Thaddeus Ganung, Lewis A .  
Garrison,  George Gay, John Gr i f f en ,  James Gr i f f en ,  Henry W. Hayden, 
(@A) Edward L. Baze l ton  George Heady, Lorenzo H i l l ,  George Hub- 
b a ~ d  (@A) I s a a c  Hunt (38)  James Hya t t  (38 ) .  

Help Wanted - There w i l l  be an  e x h i b i t  of C i v i l  War books a t  the  
Sportsman Show. W i l l  s i x  people  vo lun tee r  two o r  t h r e e  hour s  e i t h e r  
t h e  f i r s t  o r  second day? Wri te  t o  H.E. R i l l e r y .  

What do you know about  the  F i r s t  E n g i n e e r ' s  Regiment? 

Geneology Exchange - Many r e q u e s t s  come a s k i n g  about  e a r l y  
s e t t l e r s  i n  Putnam County. W i l l  you h e l p  t hese  people  l o c a t e  t h e i r  
ances to r s .  William Young mar. about  1789 - a l s o  Hays, Curren - 
(Westcheater) .  Covey, Hatch, l o t  6 - B a p t i s t .  Hezekiah M i l l e r  - 
E l i z a b e t h  Mar. D a n i e l  5. Dykeman-Eliz.Dykeman mar. David Taylor  about 
1821. Char les  Townsend a n c e s t o r  born 1760. Edmund Fowlerf  s  a n c e s t o r  
mar. Hannah Townsend i n  1807. 



PUTNAM COUNTY I N  THE CIVIL WAR 
FIRST EDITION - THE FIRST 100 DAYS 

CAUSES OF THE CIVIL WAR 
Looking back bo th  North  and South a r e  agreed  t h a t  we never  should 

have embarked on such a h o l o c a u s t .  E x t r e m i s t s  on bo th  s i d e s  go t  ou t  
of  hand and t h e  m a j o r i t y  found themselves committed t o  a war from 
which they  could n o t ,  and then would n o t ,  draw back. Only when F t .  
Sumter was cap tured ,  t h e  Nor th  suddenly found i t s e l f  i n  i t s  w i l l  t o  
p reserve  t h e  Union. 

Di f fe rences  i n  ways of l i f e  made f o r  misunders tanding.  S h i f t s  i n  
opu la t ion  growth, w i t h  s h r i n k i n g  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  t h e  South,  made 

'State's Righ ts"  a means of d e a l i n g  w i t h  s e c t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s .  
T a r i f f s  f avo rab le  t o  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  Nor th  disadvantaged t h e  South. 
Whitney's Cotton Gin made c o t t o n  k ing  of Southern l i v e l i h o o d .  

S l ave ry  which was p r a c t i c e d  i n  a l l  t he  c o l o n i e s  had i t s  f i r s t  
group p r o t e s t  h e r e  on Quaker H i l l .  I n  1800 Putnam County s t i l l  had 
more than  100 s l a v e s .  New York S t a t e  a b o l i s h e d  s l a v e r y  i n  1827. 
Only a f t e r  long  months of agon iz ing  war, was Emancipation from 
s lavery ,  c l a r i f i e d  and promulgated. 

The c o a l i t i o n  of s e v e r a l  s 2 l i n t e r  p a r t i e s  brought t he  new 
Republican P a r t y  i n t o  n a t i o n a l  power. Lincoln c a r r i e d  New York S t a t e .  
The Republican Governor Morgan, a l o n g  w i t h  a  Republ ican L e g i s l a t u r e ,  
were e l e c t e d .  Putnam County s e n t  Democratic, Cha r l e s  T. Brewster  a s  
our Assemblyman. 

NEW YORK STATE'S EIGHTEENTH MILITIA XEGIMENT 
New York S t a t ' s  m i l i t i a  had been e x t e n s i v e l y  r eo rgan ized  dur ing  

the  Mexican War. Putnam County was p a r t  of t he  E igh teen th  Regiment 
The S i x t h  Company was i n  Phi l ips town.  The Seventh Company inc luded  
Putnam Val ley,  Kent and P a t t e r s o n .  The E igh th  Company was from South 
Eas t  and Carmel. I n  1851 Capta in  James Ryder from South  E a s t  was 
made Colonel .  During t h e  C i v i l  War, he  became B r i g a d i e r  General  of 
t he  S t a t e ' s  Seventh Div is ion .  

With Lincoln 's  c a l l  f o r  s t a t e  m i l i t i a ,  only l a r g e  u n i t s  from 
c i t i e s  were accep ted .  L a t e r  when e n l i s t m e n t s  were opened t o  m i l i t i a  
men, l e s s  than  t e n  pe rcen t  of one County Company went i n t o  a c t i v e  
s e rv i ce .  Many of t hese  men were d o u b t l e s s  t o o  o l d  f o r  s e r v i c e .  How- 
ever ,  w i t h  t he  d e c l a r a t i o n  of war, m i l i t i a  e n l i s t m e n t s  jumped. One 
l i s t  of new mi l i t i amen i n d i c a t e s  every new e n r o l l e e  was i n  s e r v i c e  
but  no t  a s  a mi l i t ia  man. 

Oeneral Lee's  i nvas ion  of Pennsylvania  i n  1863 c a l l e d  mi l i t i amen 
t o  s e r v i c e .  Major General Dar ius  Couch from South Eas t  was i n  charge 
of t h i s  s p e c i a l  c a l l  t o  t he  na t ion .  The S i x t h  Company from Cold 
Spring was delayed i n  t h e i r  a r r i v a l  a t  Qettysburg and were de toured  
t o  Mar land.  The Company saw no b a t t l e  a c t i o n  and was mustered o u t  
a f t e r  [5 days s e r v i c e .  The fo l lowing  yea r  some of t h e  Regiment were 
c a l l e d  up f o r  s e r v i c e  i n  New York C i t y .  

Two y e a r s  a f t e r  t he  War, t h e  E igh teen th  Regiment was disbanded 
and h a s  n o t  been a c t i v a t e d  s ince .  



- - 

A call ic hereby iaeued to young men desirouaof form- 
hg a company of infantry, to be attached to the 18th 
Begirent, to emroll themselves for service. 

Tbc h k e  will be opea far cnlistmert at 
CABMEC, Tucsday, April 03d, at 10 09clock A. M, 
LAKE HAHOPAC, Wednesday, April 24th, 
PUTNAM VALLEY, Tburuday, cr 26tb. 

Gt., a, 3BRCDWmr. 
armel ,  April Both, 1061. 

" Courier Priatn Camel. Re Y. 



The Thi r ty -Eighth  I n f a n t r y  Regiment 

P re s iden t  Lincoln i s s u e d  a c a l l  f o r  75,000 s t a t e  m i l i t i a  men 
t o  se rve  f o r  90 days on A o r i l  15, 1861. New York S t a t e ' s  quota 
was f o r  13,000 men. When the  New York S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  hea rd  t h e  
c a l l ,  they  were about ready  t o  ad jou rn  f o r  t h e  year .  They n o t  on ly  
s e n t  seventeen m i l i t i s  regiments  t o  t he  f r o n t ,  most of  them going 
forward w i t h i n  e i g h t  days, b u t  t hey  a l s o  proposed t o  c a l l  up 30,000 
vo lun tee r s  t o  se rve  f o r  two y e a r s .  Within  t h r e e  weeks this v o l u n t e e r  
quota was more than  f i l l e d .  Some t ime was l o s t  i n  s e l e c t i n g  which 
companies would be s e n t .  But most of t h e  v o l u n t e e r  regiments  had 
gone forward by June.  A t o t a l  of  more than 46,000 f rom New York 
S t a t e  were i n  s e r v i c e  w i t h i n  s i x  weeks. ' 

Gerard Brown, from n e a r  Croton F a l l s ,  was a t  t he  t ime a Freshman 
a t  Yale. On h e a r i n g  L inco ln ' s  c a l l ,  he l e f t  a t  once f o r  home. The 

nex t  day under t he  d i r e c t i o n  of Col. James Ryder, Brown began t o  
e n l i s t  a  company from t h e  E igh teen th  M i l i t i a  Regiment from Putnam 
Counfy and upper Westchester .  Two days l a t e r ,  t h e  Putnam County 
Courfer  pu t  ou t  a broads ide  1 2  by 14 inches .  It i s  reduced on t h e  
accompan~ing  page. When t h e s e  broads ides  were d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  t h e  
County, the  a lhrm of t h e  people was indesc r ibab le . "  Many had n o t  
heard  of t h e  c a l l  t o  arms. As on ly  complete m i l i t i a  regiments  were 
being accep ted ,  those  who ~ 0 l ~ n t e e r e d  had t o  f i n d  a two-year 
vo lun teer  regiment  t h a t  would a c c e p t  them. Twelve days  a f t e r  ,L inco ln ' s  
c a l l ,  Brown t e l eg raphed  Colonel  Ward, who was forming a regiment  i n  
New York C i t y ,  "I have f i f t y  men from t h e  Highlands  of Putnam. Should 
I b r i n g  them down, and when? ". 

Colonel J .  Henry H.  Ward had se rved  i n  t h e  Mexican War and was 
l a t e r  a Commissary O f f i c e r .  E igh teen  months a f t e r  o r g a n i z i n g  t h i s  
regiment,  Wsrd was made Br igad ie r  General.  A t  first i t  w a s  c a l l e d  
t h e  "Second S c o t t l s  L i f e  Guard", t hen  the  Thi r ty -Eighth  I n f a n t r y  Reg- - - 
iment . 

Brown and h i s  v o l u n t e e r s  went t o  New York C i t y  and camped i n  a 
f l a t .  They were almost  wit'nout money and wi thou t  hope of g e t t i n g  
i n t o  a regiment,  when a summer r e s i d e n t  of t h i s  a r e a ,  v i s i t e d  t h e  
men. He l e f t  them a good-sized check and by May 25, t h e y  had  been 
mustered i n t o  t he  Thi r ty -Eighth  Regiment. T h e i r  p a t r o n  was none 
o t h e r  t han  H o r a t i o  Seymour, t h e  n e x t  Governor of New York. 

On June 19, t h e  Regimant was on i t s  way. They were l o c a t e d  a t  
Camp S c o t t  i n  defense  of Washington. On J u l y  6 they joined General  
McDowellt s Army. 

The u s u a l  custom was f o r  t h e  r e c r u i t i n g  o f f i c e r  t o  be e l e c t e d  
Captafn bu t  Col. Ward i n s i s t e d  t h a t  George B r i t t o n ,  a  c lassmate  of 
Ward's f o r  one yea r  a t  West P o i n t  and twice  Brown's age,  be Capta in  
of Company G. Gerard Brown was F i r s t  L ieu tenant .  

By e a r l y  J u l y ,  100,000 raw r e c r u i t s  were assembled. General  
McDowell had 35 000 a t  Washington and General  P a t t e r s o n  ( a c t i v e  i n  
t h e  War of 1812) h a d  18,000 a t  H a r p e r ' s  Fe r ry .  Both a rmies  ou t -  
numbered t h e i r  opposing Confederate  armies  t h r e e  t o  two. 

As McDowell marched toward Richmond, he  met General  Beauregard1 s 
Army a t  Bu l l  Run. P a t t e r s o n  moved up t h e  Shenandoah Val ley ,  But 
J e b  S t u a r t ' s  c a lva ry  a c t i v i t i e s  made P a t t e r s o n  ove r  cau t ious .  
Taking advantage of P a t t e r s o n ' s  cau t ion ,  most of t h e  Confederate  
t roops  under General Johnston,  marched 25 mi l e s  i n  one day and en- 
t r a i n e d  f o r  B u l l  Run. A r r i v i n g  a t  the  f u l l  t i d e  of b a t t l e ,  Johns ton  
threw the  Union Army i n t o  f u l l  r e t r e a t .  The Thi r ty -Eighth  Regiment 
l o s t  h e a v i l y .  No l e s s  than 56 were c a p t u r e d  o r  r e p o r t e d  miss ing.  
Captain  B r i t t o n  of Company G was wounded and  l a t e r  d i scharged .  

Winter was spen t  n e a r  Washington. T h e i r  drill fo rma t ions  brought 
t he  commendation of t h e i r  General .  
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I n  May 1862, The Regiment was under General WcClellan,in h i s  
Peninsular Campahgn aga ins t  Richmond. A t  Williamsburg an  a b a t i s  
so  protected the Confederate defense t h a t  the Regiment was driven 
back twice with heavy lo s s  before carrying it. Their  L t .  001. 
James C. Strong was severety wounded. 

I n  December 1862 a t  Fredericksburg, they had t h e i r  heavies t  
ba t t l e .  The ~ e ~ i m e n t  was surrendered, then paroled, exchanged and 
was back i n  se rv ice  wi th in  f o u r  months. The next year, General 
Grant cancelled a l l  such exchanges. 

Altogether near ly  a t h i r d  of t h e i r  t o t a l  enl is tment  of 1500 
suffered casua l t l es .  About ha l f  were k i l l e d  i n  ac t ion ,  d ied  of 
wounds or diseasq, o r w e r e  missing. S l i gh t ly  more than ha l f  were 
wounded but recoyered, though many were t o  ca r ry  t h e i r  i n j u r i e s  
a l l  through l i f e .  

When the two year volunteers  were mustered out  i n  New.York June 
22, 1863, t h e i r  Lt.Co1. James C. Strong had recovered enough t o  
be present .  A s  fie l o o h d  a t  h i s  depleted Regiment, h i 8  thoughts 
were, "so t h in ,  t h a t  i t  was but a mere shadow of i t s  former s e l f  ." 

The three  yedr replacement volunteers  were t r ans f e r r ed  t o  the 
For t ie th  In fan t ry  Regiment and went through the  ordeal  of Qet tys-  
burg two weeks l a t e r .  

About ha l f  of those who were mustered out, r een l i s ted .  They 
became p a r t  of the  Seventeenth Veteran Regiment. Later ,  they served 
with General Hooker i n  Tennessee. S t i l l  l a t e r ,  they lbarched with 
General Sherman i n t o  the deep South and t h e h ' l o n t h t u n t i l  General 
john st on*^ surrender i n  Apr i l  1865. 



MAJOR GENERAL DARIUS COUCH 
The man who refused  command of the 

ARMY OF THE POTOMAC 

Darius  Couch was born near Milltown 
i n  1822 and died 74 years  l a t e r  i n  
Connecticut,  not  f a r  f'rom h i s  p lace  of 
b i r t h .  

While atudying t o  become a c i v i l  
engineer ,  he received appointment t o  
West Point ,  Be graduated i n  1R46, I n  
the Mexican War, he was i n  t h e  Artillery 
Service,  For bravery  a t  the B a t t l e  of  
Buena Vis ta ,  he was promoted. 

Af ter  t h e  war, he was s t a t i o n e d  i n  
Mexico, F o r t r e s s  Monroe, F lo r ida  and 
o t h e r  p laces .  For a  time, he was i n  the 
Department of Ratural  His to ry  of the  
Smithsonian I n s t i t u t e .  

In  1855 he resigned from the Army. 
When F a r t  Sumter f e l l ,  he was i n  businese 

i n  Boston. He was appointed Colonel of a  kbssachuset ts  Regiment, 
In  May he was made Brigadier-  General, 

I n  the Pen i su la r  Campaign, Couch commanded a  d i v i s i o n .  A t  the 
B a t t l e  of F a i r  Oaks, h i s  d i v i s i o n  was i s o l a t e d .  H i s  f l ank  wae 
exposed t o  extreme pressure  b u t  the  d i v i s i o n  held i t s  p o s i t i o n  
u n t i l  re inforced .  Later  a t  Malvern H i l l ,  h i s  d i v i s i o n  won 
d i s t i n c t i o n  f o r  maintaining the army f s  l e f t  f lank.  

Couch led the Second Corp under Burnaide. I n  Deuember 1862 
a t  Fredericksburg, Couch spearheaded the be t t l e  again3 t Lee. H i 8  
proposed plan of a t t a c k  was refused by both Burnaide and Hooker, 
After  severe l o s s e s ,  the Union f o r c e s  r e t r e a t e d ,  

I n  May 1863, the B a t t l e  of Chanoel lorvi l le  was fought. For 
t h e  f i ~ s t  time, the Union forces  caught Lee off  balance b u t  t h i e  
advantage was given up over urgent  p r a t e s  t by Couch. This 
enabled Lee t o  both e x t r i c a t e  himself and t o  s t r i k e  the Unionta 
exposed f lank ,  Couch's corp was t h e  l a s t  t o  withdraw, He was 
twiue wounded and h i s  horse was k i l l e d  under him, 

This b a t t l e  might wel l  have l ed  t o  the  South's de fea t ,  I n  
exasperat ion,  Couch appealed t o  P res iden t  Lincoln f o r  a  new 
commander. Lincoln offered Couch the command b u t  he refused ,  
When no change was made, he r e s i ~ n e d  from the Army of the Potomac. 

When Lee invaded the  North, leading up t o  t h e  B a t t l e  of 
Gettysburg, Couch wae i n  charge of forwarding mil i t iamen t o  the 
f r o n t ,  Under Cmneral Ryder, the  Cold Spring Company was c a l l e d  
up, Due t o  l a t e  a r r i v a l ,  t hey  were d ive r t ed  t o  Washington. 
After  4 5  days i n  s e r v i c e ,  without a c t i o n ,  they were mustered out, 

Durine S h e r m n f s  Campaign i n t o  the  deep South, Couch again  
commanded a  d iv i s ion .  

On h i s  r e t u r n  t o  c i v i l i a n  l i f e ,  he r a n  f o r  Governor of 
Massachusetts b u t  was defeated.  

I n  the l a s t  years  of h i s  l i f e ,  he served Connecticut 's  d l i t i a  
organiza t  iono 
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Fellow Putnamites - Thanks t o  you who have l e t  me know t h a t  you 
want t o  receive a l l  s ix  e d i t i o n s  of QPutnam County i n  the  C iv i l  
War". Alas, 200 o thers  a r e  being dropped from the  mailing l is t .  
More t o  follow. Also thanks t o  those who reserved a complete bound 
copy when ready. 

Your contr ibut ions  on the  C iv i l  War a r e  a g rea t  help. Colvln T. 
Naylor, Jr. of Peekski l l  i s  working along similar l i ne s .  He w i l l  
publish h i s  work soon. If i n t e r e s t e d  wri te  c/o Highland P r e s s .  Miss 
Jean Saunders has c l a s s i f i e d  near ly  300 i tems i n  the  Putnam County 
His to r ica l  Soc ie ty ' s  co l lec t ion ,  many deal ing with the  C iv i l  War. 
Their Work Shop i s  open Fridays 7-9 a t  Bu t t e r f i e ld  Library, Cold 
Spring. Mrs. G)eorge Stacy, M r s .  Theodosia Swenson, Mrs. George 
Crasswell, Mrs. W i l l i a m  Mi l ler ,  Mrs. Addison Hopkins, Mrs. George 
G r i f f i t h  have volunteered loan of t i n types  o r  o ther  photos of ve t -  
erans  f o r  publ ica t ion o r  information about veterans. What do you 
have? 

M r .  W. J. Dykeman has sent  an 1836 publ ica t ion  about Enoch Crosby 
which i s  both r a r e  and very i n t e r e s t i ng .  John Gemmil l  sent  veteran 
s ta t ionery  which appears i n  t h i s  i s sue .  John Campbell- the  West 
Point Foundry, Mrs. Har r ie t  A. Fe r r i s -o f f i ce r s  of t h e  Fourth Heavy 
Ar t i l l e ry .  Wallace Hopkins has presented the  county with copy of 
1804 Camel deed. B.D. Seymour has given 30 pages of hand-writ- 
t en  geneology of Putnam fami l ies .  Henry Wells l ists c h a r t e r  mem- 
bers  of Crosby G.A.R. Post 1882. 

Meet us  a t  the  Sportsman Show, Carmel School, March 25-26. A 
number of volunteers  w i l l  show books of C iv i l  War History. Robert 
Seymour and M r s .  Towner Kent have an unusual group of pen sketches 
and photos of the  War. 

The first 100 days of the  C i v i l  War ended i n  e l a t i o n  by the  South- 
e rn  s t a t e s  and i n  the  North came f i r s t  a f e e l i n g  of shock, followed 
by grim determination. The B a t t l e  of Bull  Run was l a rge ly  waged by 
90-day mil i t ia  men. During the  b a t t l e  one regiment marched out of 
b a t t l e  because t h e i r  90 days were up. Of course, many 90 day men 
reen l i s ted  when they returned home. Only one man f r o m  Putnam County 
was among these 90 day men. John Cox was a member of the  Brooklyn 
13th Militia. Every member of the  regiment was t o  be ready t o  sa i l  
and properly armed. 200 were l e f t  behind f o r  lack of arms. 

General Charles G. Stevenson has k indly  given us  add i t iona l  inform- 
a t i o n  on the  38th In fan t ry  Regiment. Af ter  the  Ba t t l e  of' Fredericks- 
burg i n  December 1862, the  55th Regiment had been reduced t o  one- 
four th  i t s  o r ig ina l  s t rength .  I n  January the  55th was consolidated 
with the  38th under Colonel de Trobiand, former Commander of the  
55th. " A t  t he  B a t t l e  of Chancellorvi l le  on May 2-3, 1863, the  regi -  
ment was engaged f o r  24 hours of near ly  incessant  f igh t ing .  During 
the  b a t t l e ,  the  38th pa r t i c ipa t ed  i n  a n igh t  a t t a ck  i n  the  moonlight 
i n  heavy woods which helped t o  slow down Stonewall Jackson's famous 
f l ank  a t tack.  General S ick les  congratulated Colonel de Trobiand the  
next day and promised him promotion". Unfortunately, it was e igh t  
months before h i s  promotion t o  Brigadier-General w a s  confirmed. 

More addit ions t o  our C iv i l  War Veterans Honor Roll. f r o m  A t o  M. 
Lt.Frank ~ u r d i c k ( 4 ~ ~ - B r e w s t e r ) ,  Charles Clarkson (pat terson ,Elbert  
F u l l e r ( ? )  Carmel, Ben . ~ockwood(38-car) Hosea Lounsbury (?  James 

j 1 
McCollum (1s t  Mounted B. McEnnoly (4 HA) McGloblin  HA) Morgan 
Mead, Wm. E. Merson, Daniel Mer r i t t  (? )  John B l i s s  Mil ler ,  James 
MOEV (&HA) J o s e ~ h  Mowatt. 





4 t h  New York Volunteer 
A r t i l l e r y  Conp any A 

With Lincoln's f i r s t  c a l l  
t o  arms, a r t i l l e r y ,  engine- 
and cavalry volunteers were 
refused i n  favor of the in-  
fantry.  

Jeb S tua r t ' s  cavalry gave 
the  South advantage of mwb 
ment and in te l l igence  which 
took the  North two years t o  

4th New York Vol. Artillery, ~olo&l 
- 

equal. 
The South cavtured one- 

- * 7 . / i / ?  a t  B u l l  Run. A f r a n t i c  c a l l  
f o r  a r t i l l e r y  defense of Washington went out. Washington a s  the symbd 
of nUnionw was p o t e n t i a l l y  vulnerable a l l  during the war. A r t i l l e r y  
f o r  both defense and offense had t o  be produced, almost from scratch. 

Two volunteer regiments of a r t i l l e r y  were t o  be en l i s t ed  i n  New York 
State.  The Fourth Heavy A r t i l l e r y  Regiment was e n l i s t e d  under Colonel 
T. D. Doubleda . Company A of t h i s  Regiment was p r inc ipa l l y  rec ru i ted  
i n  Pa t te r  s on, gou tmas t  , pawling and Croton Fal ls .  Enrollment began 
within a month of the Ba t t l e  of Bull  Run b u t  i t  was s i x  months before 
they reaohed Washington. The p i c tu re  on the preceeding page shows 
eleven men of Company A. They include Captain Thomas D. Sears ,  l a t e r  
Mlajor; F i r s t  Lt. Martin V. B. Akin, both of Pat terson;  L t .  Henry W. 
Hayden of Milltown, Lt.  Frank L. Burdick e n l i s t e d  from Brewater. He 
l o s t  h i s  l i f e  i n  the  Ba t t l e  of Ream's S t a t i on ,  south of Petersburg. 
This i s  a Putnam County Veteran who i s  missing from our Honor Roll. 

The Fourth Heavy A r t i l l e r y  was placed i n  defense of Washington where 
they spent  most of t h e i r  time during the next two years. The l e t t e r  
a t  the top of this page came from there. During t ha t  t i m e  they were 
joined by the  Sixth  Heavy A r t i l l e r y  en l i s t ed  from t h i s  area. Alto- 
gether an  a r t i l l e r y  defense of 900 cannon was b u i l t  upmound Washing- 
ton. Later General Early i n  a r a i d  i n t o  Maryland considered a n  a t t a c k  
on Washington but decided aga ins t  grappling with such s t rongly  guarded 
defenses. 

Hhen General Grant assumed commam of the  Army of the Fotormc, the 
a r t i l l e r y  fo rce s  were reorganized t o  do double duty  as  engineer 's  and 
a r t i l l e r y  men. The Fourth Heavy A r t i l l e r y  Regiment had a t o t a l  en- 
l i s tmen t  of nearly 4000. I n  t h e i r  l a s t  year,  beginning a t  the 
Wilderness Ba t t l e  and ending a t  Appomtox, they had 800 casua l t i es .  

Because of the nature of the  b a t t l e s  Prom the Wilderness t o  the 
Seige of Petersburg, a period of constant ly  change of pos i t ion ,  the 
a r t i l l e r y  was l e f t  behind. B u t  wi th  the seige of ~ e t e r s b u r g ,  heavy 
a r t i l l e r y  was i n  demand. A se ige  " t ra in"  was organized. The heavy 
a r t i l l e r y  regiments were ca l l ed  upon t o  use weapons up t o  more than 
t e n  inches ca l iber .  When the famous "c r a t e rn  mine was exploded, the 
Fourth shared i n  the cannonading, but  the e f f o r t  was unsuccessful. 

But within three weeks, Grant sent  General Warren and then ~ e n e r a l  
Hpncook aga ins t  the southern ri&t wing i n  an  e f f o r t  t o  c u t  off 
supplies  from the South. This Ba t t l e  of ~ e a m ' s  S t a t i o n  was the 
heavies t  loss  suffered by the Fourth Heavy A r t i l l e r y .  318 men weye 
missing a f t e r  t h e i r  repulse. 

In a f u r t h e r  e f f o r t  t o  c u t  o f f  su p l i e s  from the Shenandoah Valley 
and t o  c u r t a i l  th rea t s  from Jubal % a r l y ' s  h i t  and run cavalry, 
Sheridan with 8000 cavalry and 22,000 other  troops were s e n t  west t o  
b l o t  out  both men and supplies  from the val ley.  Tne Fourth Heavy 
A r t i l l e r y  were p a r t  of t h i s  army. Within a month, Early was beaten 



FOURTH HEAVY ARTILLERY - CO. A (2 )  

and the  100 mile va l l ey  was l a i d  waste. Sheridan moved nea re r  
Washing;ton. But Early,  receiving reinforcements, followed Sheridan. 
While Sheridan was a t  Washington f o r  a s t r a t egy  conference, Early 
s truck the  army a t  Cedar Creek. The northern Army was thrown i n t o  
panic. A l l  t h e i r  a r t i l l e r y  was captured. Many of the  o f f i c e r s  i n  
the  4th Ar t i l l e ry ,  Company A were wounded. The cavalry were f a r  en- 
ough away f r o m  the  i n i t i a l  su rp r i s e  a t t a c k  t o  save t h e  northern army 
from u t t e r  rout.  Sheridan, re turning from Washington, r a l l i e d  the  
f l ee ing  men as he rode toward t h e  front. .  Using t h e  defenders a s  a 
pivot,  the  weight of the  Northern A r m y  soon turned Ea r ly ' s  army i n t o  
rout. A l l  t h e  a r t i l l e r y ,  both North and South, was captured. The 
cavalry cut  t h e  f l e e i n g  army t o  pieces.  Sheridan then turned h i s  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  Mosby who had been a thorn i n  t h e  f l esh .  

Af ter  Cedar Creek, t h e  t h r e e  y e a r  men of t h e  Fourth Heavy Ar t i l l e ry .  
were mustered out  of service.  Major Sears  of Company A d r i f t e d  west 
and became a Wyatt Earp i n  t h e  enforcement of law and order  i n  the  
turbulent  West. Lieut.  Martin Akin had suffered c a s u a l t i e s  some- 
time between May and Ju ly  and was discharged f o r  d i s a b i l i t y .  He 
v i s i t e d  r e l a t i v e s  i n  I l l i n o i s ,  married, but died soon a f t e r  the  War. 

By e a r l y  March, Sheridan again s t ruck  t h e  depleted remnants of 
Ear ly ' s  army and returned t o  h i s  pos i t i on  on the  r i g h t  f l ank  of Lee's 
Army. 

I n  desperation, Lee took t h e  offensive.  Sixteen days before 
Appomatox, General Gordon cracked t h e  nor thern  l ine .  But h i s  fo rces  
were too t h i n  t o  carry  a complete break-through and wi th in  f o u r  
hours the  breach had been res tored.  A week l a t e r ,  Sheridan h i t  
P icket t ,  of Gettysburg fame, a t  Five Forks. P icke t t  counter a t -  
tacked. But the  next day, a major a t t a c k  by the  North, cracked the  
extended and weakened r i g h t  f l ank  of the  South. That n ight ,  Lee 
began h i s  retreat westward. Gen. Ewell 's corps was cut  o f f  a t  
S a y l e r t s  Creek and 6000 men surrendered. The Fourth Heavy A r t i l l e r y  
suffered sharply i n  t h i s  a t tack.  Sher idan ts  cavalry f i n a l l y  cut  off 
Lee's retreat. To save needless bloodshed, Lee overtured surrender.  
Grant and Lee met a t  Appomatox. 

Sxthe-= f r o q s  ??~?der Johngton !*!ex i n  Morth C ~ r o l i n a .  They cap- 
i t u l a t e d  t o  Sherman soon afterward. 

The harrowing reconst ruct ion days f o r  both North and South now 
confronted an exhausted nation. 



MAJOR GENERAL DANIEL BUTTERFIELD 
A PUTNAMITE BY CHOICE 

The blood of  pioneers  was i n  the veins of Daniel  
Butterf  i e l d ,  H i s  f a t h e r ,  i n  order  t o  break the 
monopoly of m i l  s e r v i c e  by way of Panatm t o  the 
Ca l i fo rn ia  gold f i e l d s ,  organized the B u t t e r f i e l d  

I 
Stage Service from San Francisco t o  S t .  Louis t o  23 
days t ravex,  They went through Southern Cal i fornia ,  
across  the  d e s e r t ,  nor th  from Texas t o  Western 
Missouri, connecting with the r a i l  branoh i n t o  St ,  
Zouis, This was the  forerunner  of the Pony Expreeu 
and present  day express  conpanies, 

Daniel rsas born i n  Utica i n  1831. He graduated from Union College i n  
1849. He followed h i s  f a t h e r  i n t o  the express  business .  His i n t e r e s t  
i n  m i l i t a r y  a f f a i r s  r e s u l t e d  i n  h i s  becoming Colonel of the New York 
M i l i t i a  Twelfth Regiment i n  1850. 

Upon Lincoln ls  f i r s t  c a l l  f o r  m i l i t i a  regiments,  the Twelfth was on 
i t s  way before a week had passed, But ter f  i e l d  seemed t o  have a f a c u l t y  
f o r  be ing  i n  many of the major engagements of the C i v i l  War. He served 
under both Chnerals McDowell and Pat te rson .  On September 7, he was 
comrniss ioned Brigad ier-General ,  

The Regiment was i n  the Pennisular  Campaign, Their  corpa covered the 
Armyla r i g h t  f l ank ,  B u t t e r f i e l d  received a Medal of Honor f o r  h i s  
se rv ice  a t  Gaines '  Mills.  In the seoond B a t t l e  of B u l l  Run, he commnd- 
ed a d i v i s i o n  under Hooker. I n  November, he was promoted t o  Major 
Oemral .  A t  Fredericksburg, h i s  d i v i s i o n  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  the North ' a  
d e f e a t  a t  Marye's Heights,  His corpe oovered the r e t r e a t  a c r o s s  the 
the Rappahnock. 

I n  January he becam Chief of S t a f f  t o  General Hooker. A t  the B a t t l e  
of Chancel lorv i l le  i n  May, the North was again  outgeneral led by Lee, 
When General bleade succeeded Hooker, B u t t e r f i e l d  remained aa  Chief of 
S t a f f ,  He was wounded i n  t h e  B a t t l e  of Gettysburg. 

When Hooker was t r a n s f d r r e d  t o  the Army of the Cumberland, h t t e r -  
f i e l d  went with him as  Chief of S t a f f ,  He was i n  the B a t t l e  of Lookout 
Mountain. Under General Sherman, he commanded a d i v i s i o n  i n  the march 
i n t o  Gecrgia. 

In  March 1865, he was m d e  Major General of the U.S. Army. 'his was 
a d ig  t i n c t i o n  t h a t  few non-West Po in te r s  eve r  a t t a i n e d .  After  t h e  War, 
he remained with the army f o u r  years ,  

On h i s  r e s igna t ion ,  he became United S t a t e s  Sub-Treasurer a t  New 
York, H i s  experience i n  handl ing  l a rge  bodies of t roops  made him a 
f requent  Grand Mars h a l l  of g r e a t  parades , 

I n  1886, he married Mrs. J u l i a  I;, James, a widow of means. He par- 
t i c 1  a t ed  i n  many business  e n t e r p r i s e s  b u t  a s  h i s  ene rg ies  dec l ined ,  
h is  Pn te rea t  i n  h i s  community of Cold Spring developed. On h i s  d e a t h  
i n  1901, he was i n t e r r e d  a t  West Po in t  with m i l i t a r y  honors, Hia 
monument looks towards the  County of h i s  adoption. 

The B u t t e r f i e l d  Hospi ta l  and the h t t e r f i e l d  Librar  a t  Cold Spring z epeak of the  i n t e r e s t  Of the General  and h i s  wife i n  h e i r  oomunity.  
The Putnam county H i s t o r i c a l  S o c k  t y  has preserved litany Of h i s  m i l i t a r y  
records.  




