


BORDENIS M I L K  CONDENSEBY AT BRW- i 

with the coming of two r a i l roads  t o  Putnam Coul l t~  t*lf) yew@ 
before the c i v i l  war, our County was soon .UPPWW t e n  p ~ r c e d  
of New york City 1 a milk consumption. Suaoeanful . b 1 W e n  Were 
grossing smell for tunes  from t h e i r  e f fo r t s .  

The Civ i l  War ca l l ed  f o r  a11 the  a g r i o u l t u r a l  products mP- 
p l i ed  by our County but  circumstances c rea ted  a demand f o r  milk 
which made i t s  production of major importance tu u s  f o r  the 
next 75 years. 

Gail Borden , founder of the great  Borden toupany, gave 
character t o  the  milk output i n  our County. 

Borden was born i n  ups t a t e  NewYork but l i k e  m n y  o thers  of 
the time, the family migrated west looking f o r  a WW horn. 
Qail, i n  poor heal th ,  f i n a l l y  a r r i v e d  i n  Mississippi .  He 
taught school and followed surveying. Restored i n  hea l th ,  he 
married and moved t o  Texas i n  time to  share i n  the f r e e i n g  bf 
Texas from Mexico. I 

with the rush f o r  gold t o  Cal i fornia ,  the tale .  of e t a m a -  ' 
t i o n  on the way, s e t  Borden t o  the task of dehydmting bees. 
He reduced eleven pounds bf beef t o  a two-pound b i s cu i t .  
Exhibited a t  the  London World P a i r ,  h i s  b i s c u i t  n s  awarded 
a gold medal. I t s  chief drawback was an u n p l a t o b l e  t a s t e .  

On shipboard, on h i s  r a y  home, he heard the artma of hungry 
immigrant a i l d r e n  i n  the  s teerage.  T h i s  f i r e d  him ri th the 
idea of preserving milk f o r  such a need. E i s  fou r  mobh.rleme 
children were probably a double sCimulus f o r  him. H i 8  first 
e f f o r t s  were a f a i l u r e .  From the Shakers, he learned that 
evaporation by "vacuumn was had a t  lowered temparaturoa. hp- 
l i e d  t o  mi lk ,  he got a condensed milk t h a t  r a a  pa la tab le .  $ adding sugar,  a necessary preservat ive  wes achieved. 

But here added d i f f i c u l t i e s  dogged h i a  e f f o r t s .  I t  w a s  
three  years before h i s  pa ten t  was granted. Without a a f f l c -  
l e n t  funds, he  was caught i n  the depression of 1857. He 
made two unsucceelsful at tempts a t  and near  Torringten, Corn. 
t o  s e t  up a milk fac to ry .  But soon, Jeremlah Millbank, a 
New York Wrchant ,  went i n t o  par tnership  with him. He am& 
.a nominal success a t  Torrington. Boon he  added h i s  second 
fac tory  a t  Wassaic, New York. 

with the C iv i l  War came h i s  r e a l  opportunity.  He secured 
a government contrac t  t o  supply the armed fo rce s  with a11 t h e  
condensed milk he could produce. By January 1864, his t h i r d  
fac tory  now a t  Brewater was i n  operat ion,  This f i r s t  Brewster 
fac tory  i s  seen i n  the accompanying p ic tu re .  Withtn a few 
years, h i s  "Eagle Brandn Milk had made him a ail- 
l lona i re .  A t  h i s  death i n  1874, h i s  monument was inscr ibbd 
with these worda, "I t r i e d  and f a i l e d .  I t r i e d  again  and a -  
gain, and succeeded." 

Le t te r s  Prom servicemen i n  h o s p i t a l s  and those Luffering 
from m l n u t r i t i o n ,  f requent ly  spoke of the haa l ing  q u a l i t i e s  
of Bordrn's mi lk .  These l e t t e r s  could be mul t ip l ied ,  in -  
dicat ive of thousandr whose l i v e s  were spared t o  rwell the  
ranks of l i v i n g  veterans a f t e r  the  ordeal  of war. 

John Gail norden, O l i l f s  son, succeeded h i m  a t  the  Brewstc  
plant.  He l i v e d  across  the s t r e e t  from the  fac to ry ,  now Kentla 

Antique Shop. He was not  only a c t i v e  i n  t h e  Condenre* bu t  
took a leading pa r t  i n  the development of B r e w t e r  and Eastern 
h tnam County. I n  time, most dairymen i n  t h e  tour  a r t e r n  toms 
brought t h e i r  milk t o  Borden. 



With the f a t h e r ' s  death, the Company i n  1876 was reorganized 
a s  the New York Condensed Milk Company with John Gai l  Borden 
a s  President.  Three years l a t e r ,  the old f ac to ry  was taken 
down and a fac to ry  of b r ick  was erected.  A por t ion  of t h i s  
fac tory  i s  s t i l l  t o  be seen a t  the junction of Routes 22 and 
6 on the East Branch of the Croton River. 

kt New York Ci ty ' s  incessant  demand f o r  water i n  Putnam 
County closed a r ea s  of milk supply u n t i l  the  Brewster f ac to ry  
gave up i n  1893. During these t h i r t y  years, the  f a c t o r y  operC 
a ted ,  Brewster had grown from a emall r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n  s top 
t o  the l a rges t  community i n  the county. 

For the next t h i r t y  years,  Brewster was i n  the th roes  of a 
decl ining population. The f o r t y  yeare s ince  then, however, 
have seen the  communit rejuvenated. Continued growth is  
everywhere apparent. goday Brewster' a major problem is  the  
d i rec t ion i n  which t o  grow. 

The ea r ly  good roads i n  the  ea s t e rn  p a r t  of the County were 
i n  no small measure due to  the need of farmers t o  ge t  t h e i r  
milk t o  the Borden's fac tory .  

E f fo r t s  t o  s e t  up l o c a l  p lan t s  t o  process f l u i d  milk ware 
a temporary shop gap. Today, milking i n  Putnam County, i s  
almost a t  the vanishing point .  

ib 
Our next ed i t i on  w i l l  be our l a s t  on the C i v i l  War. I n  t h i s  

edi t ion ,  we thank Mrs. A .C .Penny i n  preparing the Borden Story. 
C o l .  N.B. Wilson, of West Point,  supplied t h e  record  of Brevet 
Major Cieneral William H. Morris. The Six th  Heavy A r t i l l e r y  
s~ urces includes William P e l l e t r e a u l s  "Iiistory of Putnam 
Countyn, Colin T. Naylor J r . 1 ~  loan of Alex B. Denikefs  Diary 
and Elmer Lee ' a  mater ia ls  have meant much t o  us. 

Mrs. J . T .  Rorer has added much t o  the  38th Regiment. M i a s  
Jean Saunders has pin-pointed veterans  mho e n l i e t e d  outside 
the County. Mrs. Frank Paddock has presented the county with 
several  o ld  and i n t e r e s t i n g  copies of County papers and some 
r a r e  and s k i l l f u L  work and mater ia ls  i n  home manufacture. 



PVFblAM COUMTY HISTORIAN 
Horace E. Hlllery 

Patterson, Wew Pork 

PU!P#AM COUINTY I N  THE CIVIL WAR - SIXTH EDITIOH 1961 

During t h i s  Centennial year, I have outlined some of the major 
energies spent by Ptztnm County in the Civil  War. 

You have worked with M In adding about a f i f t h  more veteranla 
names t o  our Honor Roll. We now have about 1000 psn whose memory 
w i l l  be treasured. 

On the HOME FROm we were Industrially most active. It is e s t i -  
mated tha t  &st Point Foundry's production of heavy weapcsns and pro- 
jeot l les  was nearly one-fourth of a l l  the Blorth's output. Our fanas 
delivered about three mlllion gallons of milk each year. Most of 
t h i s  was channeled through Bordm's Candensry f o r  the health of the 
arscd forces. The chemioal plaqt on the Hudson River became an Ira- 
portant oog i n  the Industrial  output df the County. Iron ore was 
desperately needed. A t  l eas t  tnme mlmea operated a t  capacity. Lake 
Hahopac made a large contribution toward satisfying what recreation 
could bo snatched from the pressures of war. 

1400 men were fansera. The demand f o r  food and more food cauaed 
the biddlng up of fann labor u n t i l  the average wage increase rose w. 

In order of quan$ity, these were the major crops: Corn, apple& 
potatoes, oats  and buckwheat. Barreled cider and mibarb  wine w e a  
in demand. Turnips were f o r  both the market and home use. Honey and 
tobaecs were raised looally t o  f i l l  the blacked-out Southern supply. 

Pork out-put reached almost a m i l l i o ~  pounds a year. Butter 
rPnked high with a quarter mlllion powads a year. h d e r  the gresmre 
of a low tariffo sheep were a drug on the market but w a r t i m e  demand 
for  both meat and wool gave it a temporary spurt. 

Lvmber needs gave renewed faPpoFtanoe t o  our dwlndllng supply. In 
oFdQr of Importance these woods were out: oak, hickory, walnut and 
chem'r. 

A considerable number of hats and caps aame from our County. 
Itcchanics and kindred occupations, carpenters, blacksmiths and boot 
and &o& men were plentit\al In our County. Md the introduction of 
uah iaar~~  i n  1858 in the shoe bushess  becorn the cause f o r  so many 
h o t  and shoe men enl is t ing  In the service froa here, o r  d id  the 
goverasnt take them over? 

Tkfs i s  the last of s ix  editions in 1961 on "Futnm County in 
the Ciel l  War." I thank very rmoch you who have shared In making 
these editions possible. 

For aid in t h i s  s ixth edition, I w i s h  t o  thank Oeneral Charles B. 
Stevenson f o r  seauring f o r  us the photo of the Flag of the Slxth 
HsaW Artil lery Volunteers. We reqlnd ourselves th8t most of Company 
A 18 this reg-nt came from Eastern Putnam County. The General says 
the f lag  has just been restored and is good f o r  another 100 years. 
Inok f o r  it the next time you are In Albany. I thank Henry H. Wells 
f o r  the photo md write-up of hls fathers,  Major Frank Wells, and f o r  
the organization of the Croeby B.A.R. and the l ist  of i ts  chapter 
members. Mrs. Qaorge Grasswell supplfed the photo of her  cousin, 
Elbert 0. Fuller. He was one of lsany who in order t o  e n l i s t  ear ly 
had t o  go outside the County. Wallace Hopkine supplied the ln teres t -  
ing photo of the Ti l ly  Foster Klne. You who attended the Sportstan 



Show remember the large broadside offer ing $100,000. reward f o r  the 
murderer of Lincoln. Fred DeWitt permitted us t o  reduce this  broad- 
side t o  the enclosed size.  If you want old photographs copied b e t t e r  
than the original ,  see C r e w  Studio, Camel. 

'Kcse Six Editions are being bound i n t o  a single volume which 
w l l l  be ready well before Christmas. You who have paid f o r  a volume 
w i l l  come first. A few addit ional  volumes a n  t o  be had at $2.00 
each. 

State-wide programs in which we have shared the past  three years 
have engaged much of our energy. Beginning in January, I plan t o  
bring you some new and very in te res t ing  h i s t o r i c  backgrounds of your 
County. I think you w i l l  l i k e  i t .  

An exchange with our near  neighbor, the E a s t  F i shk i l l  His tor ica l  
Society, has added 20 in te res t ing  p ic tures  t o  our County's His tor ical  
Collection. Thank you, Mrs. J .M.  Pinkel and Mrs. A. Millard. 

President Allison Albee of the  Westchester His tor ical  Society has 
loaned a picture of the Revolutionary War M i 1 1  a t  Farmerla K i l l s .  
This needs checking. Thanks, Allison. 

MORE CIVIL WAR VETERANS FOR OUR HONOR ROLL 





- 
MAJOR FRANK WELIS 

by h i s  son ,  Henry H. Wells 

I 
)da jor Frank Wells of Brewster was one of the 

prominent C i v i l  War veterans i n  Putnam County. 
He was born i n  L i t c h f i e l d ,  C t .  Sept. 2 ,  1841. 
Af te r  working aa a bank c l e r k  i n  Bra t t leboro ,  V t ,  
he was cammissioned Feb, 19, 1862 a F i r s t  Lieut. 

y - 4  i n  the 1 3 t h  Connecticut regiment of volunteers.  
With the  help of h i e  brother-in-law, Congressman 
John Henry Hubbard and o ther  distinguished men i n  
E i t c h f i e l d ,  he go t  f i f t y  or  s i x t y  r e c r u i t s ,  Thir ty  
or  f o r t y  r e c r u i t s  from New London joined with Lieut 
Well's men t o  m k e  up Company I. On March 17, 1862 
the  regiment boarded  h he Granite ~ t a t e h t  New 
Haven f o r  s e r v i c e  i n  Louisiana. There be took p a r t  
i n  the b a t t l e  of I r i s h  Bend and the b a t t l e  of P o r t  

Rudaon. He was made Captain and l a t e r  reueived the honorary rank of Major 
I n  the f a l l  of  1864, t h e  13 th  fought under General Sheridan i n  the B a t t l e  
of Winchester, Sept. 19th,  and of Cedar Creek October 19th  when Sheridan 
made h i s  famous r i d e  and turned d e f e a t  from W n e r a l  Early i n t o  viotory. 
b j o r  Wells served some t i m e  i n  the south a f t e r  t h e  War ended. 

In  tpe h i s t o r y  of t h e  13th Connectiout the au thor  Col. Homer B. SpragW 
says: Lt, Wells aerved on the s t a f f  of the ce lebra ted  General Phelpsj  
a l s o  of Generals B i r  e and King, He repea ted ly  d i s t i n ~ i s h e d  himself by 
ga l l an t ry  i n  act ion.  fi 

In t h e  account of Cedar Creek, kho author  saya: "Captain f e l l s  deserves 
espeoia l  mention f o r  going i n t o  b a b t l e  and s h a r i n g  the  p e r i l 8  of the 
regimsnt throu* t h e  day, thou& he had i n  h i s  pocket a leave  of abaence, 

On Oct. 19, 1882, 17  veterana wwe given by Dept. Conrmander Jmmea S. 
Fraaer of the Grand Army of the Republio, 8 c h a r t e r  f o r  Croeby Pos t  #302. 
The post  was named i n  honor of Ma jor Sus tus  Thorn Crosby of Brews t e r ,  & 
brother-in-law of Major Wells. Major Crosby l o a t  one arm i n  the war. 

Major Wells was made Commander of t h e  Pos t  and so  served till h i s  death 
Deo. 17, 1919. I n  1869 he came t o  Brewster t o  be a bookkeeper i n  the 
Bordents Condensed Milk Factory b u i l t  a few y e a r s  back, with John 0. 
Borden, the son of Gail  Borden, inven to r  of condensed milk, he becam a 
p a r t  of Borden, Wells and Co. bankers. This f i rm l a t e r  became the ~ i r s t  
National Bank r l t h  Mr. Borden a s  p res iden t  and Major Wells a s  cashier .  
He r e m i n e d  au t ive  i n  t h e  bank, l a t e r  becoming i t s  p res iden t ,  In  a l l  
Memorial Day parades, he was a glamourous f i m  rid in^ h i s  horse a t  the 
head of t h e  parade and reading the r i t u a l  a t  the  Methodist Cemetery over 
the grave of a veteran. XX 

F- 
On Oct, 19, 1882 Crosby Pos t  #302 GAR Brew3ter 

was given a c h a r t e r  by James S. F rase r ,  Dept. Come 
of the S t a t e  of New York, The o r i g i n a l  member8 
were t Frank Wells, Freder ick  Kratz, Ieaac  S. 
Wallace, Frederick R.  X a l l ,  G i lbe r t  D. Bailey,  

P 

b Dennis Scul ly ,  I .R .Ostrander , Edward Bailey,  W*. 

\ 
S a t t e r l y ,  Dingee B a r r e t t ,  Abner Croaby, H . ~ . ~ e e d ,  
Knowlton Ferguaon, G.R .Seagrave, Isaac W.Parker, 
L,H ,Se cor ,  John M. Sloane 

XX 

E l b e r t  0. F u l l e r  born i n  Carme1 1832. En l i s t ed  
a t  Scarsdale.  Rose t o  Corporal. t o s t  h i s  r i g h  
arm. Mail c o l l e c t o r  i n  New York City. I n t e r r e  8 
Somers 1917. Ow of many who e n l i s t e d  out of the 
County. By h i s  cousin,  Mrs. W o r m  Crasswell* 





THE T I U Y  

Our Putnam County Highlands was 

FOSTER MINE 

l i k e  a magnet t o  lure  those who 
prospected f o r  mineral wealth. There was and i s  a wide var ie ty  of 
oms  t o  be found here. This Intrigued the imagination and hopes of 
eBrly s e t t l e r s  a s  i s  evidenced by the prospect holes found throughout 
the County. A number of " s i l v e r 1  mines wen located. Stock was 
aold. Other ores were exploited. With the exception of i ron  ore, 
a l l  types of ore bodies proved unprofitable. 

When ore bodies i n  Connecticut were exploited in Connecticut in 
the 17308, prospectors swarmed In to  our County bounds. Not only in- 
dividuals but a group of men were grub-staked f o r  30 years. Their 
lllsthods of smelting brought an end t o  t h e i r  e f fo r t s .  

Wen the Phi l l ips  family acquired 9C$ of our mineral and mining 
rights, a l i f e  time prospecting r ight  was given. After a quarter  
century the Revolutionary War interrupted t h i s  right. 

During the Revolutionary War, a number of l i k e  mine s i t e s  were 
explored o r  reopened. Transportation costs  are  recorded. Tradit ion 
says iron llnks i n  the huge Hudson River chain were made here t o  pre- 
vent Bri t ish  Warships from dividing the pa t r io t  armies. 

A number of loca l  i ron foundleries flourished. In 1795 a good 
body of ore under the present hear t  of Brewster was being used by the 
four  eastern towns. For decades, t h i s  o n  was a l so  shipped t o  Long 
Island Sound f o r  smelting. For a time it was closed but during the 
Olvil War it was reopened. Tunneling under the ra i l road t racks 
brought on a famous lawsuit whose decisions s t i l l  guide mining 
practices. 

h eight mile ore body, known a s  the Phi l ips  vein, ran south 
f r o m  Fahnestock Park. The ore was carted over the h i l l s  t o  the  
Hudson River and shipped south before 1800. During the War of 1812, 
a turnpike was bu i l t .  This enterpr ise  was l a t e r  taken over by the 
West Point Foundry. These shipments were continued f o r  about 30 
years. The Civil  War skyrocketed the demand f o r  iron. The P h i l i p l s  
peln was reopened. A ra i l road was b u i l t  t o  the top of the  h i l l  go- 
ing i n to  Cold Spring. The County Supervisors to ld  the ra i l road not 
t o  obstruct normal t r a f f i c  over the County highway. 

Our par t icu lar  In te res t  i s  in the T i l l y  Foster  Mine, Which l i e s  
between Brewster and Camel. This is an i so la ted  ore body which has 
produced the most i ron ore i n  t h i s  area, variously estimated a t  be- 
tween 600,000 and a mill ion tons. 

A s  ear ly  a s  1810, James Townsend exploited th is  mine. In the 
War of 1812, Townsend was Brigadier Qeneral of New York State  
Militia which carried the burden of the War with England. Qen- 
era1 Townsend l a  a man of whom Putnamltes should know more. H i s  
Poundry was on the Middle B~anch of the  Croton River near "General 
T n l n i n g s . "  This Foundry was quite successful f o r  a number of years. 
Its ruins now l i e  below the leve l  of Boyd's Dam but can be seen when 
the water i s  low a t  the upper end of the  dam. 

The Townsend family kept t h e i r  in t e res t  In this  mine. In 1830 
Ti l ly  Foster  bought 128 acres of land which included most of the  ore 
body. When T i l ly  Foster  died, Horace Townaend was executor of h i s  all. 

With the coming of the Harlem Railroad through Putnam County, 
the Harvey Stee l  Company leased most i ron ore bodies i n  Eastern 
Putnam. In 1853 T i l l y  Foster was acquired. With the coming of the 
War, the  Harvey Stee l  C o m p ~  sold t h e i r  in t e res t  and t h i s  property 
was incorporated in 1864 a s  'The T i l l y  Foster  Mine" with a value of 
$500,000. 
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For the next generation, t h i s  mining operation was of major i m -  

portatace. The magnetic ore was of excellent quali ty and was f ree  
from much foreign materials which permitted smelting it by Bessemer 
process. The ore was shipped by mule tram t o  Brewster and forwarghd 
by rail t o  ~ c r a n t o n  and Bethlehem Pa. 

A t  the close of the war(1868) A n d r e w  Cosgriff came aa mine 
superintendent. A decade l a t e r  it was producing nearly 100,000 tons 
a year 6nd employed 300 men. 

Soon a f t e r  this  the mine was i n  trouble. New York City had 
thrown a dam across the Croton River below the mine. Water began 
seeping Into the mine. Whether because of the depth mining o r  the 
c i ty  dam could not be proved. 

The railroad out of Mahopac ran a spur across t o  Brewster which 
Improved o n  t~anspor ta t ion .  

Also the huge p i l l a r s  which had been l e f t  t o  support the over- 
head rock began t o  impede fu r the r  work. By 1886 the mine was operat- 
ing a t  about one-fourth capacity. 

The following year the Lackawanna Iron and Coal Company acquired 
the mine and closed it. For two years huge cables stretched across 
the upper face of the mine (as you see in the accompanying picture)  
rere used t o  remove these p i l l a r s .  1000 tons of material were 
handled every ten houra. A t  170 f ee t  down, these p i l l a r s  were 
cleared. It now became a fu l l y  open p i t  mine. 

A s  t h i s  limited body of ore began t o  be exhausted, chances were 
taken which eventually resulted i n  the death of several workers. By 
1897 the mine was closed. Huge timbers taken f r o m  the mine are now 
doing service elsewhere. Today the mine i s  f i l l e d  with water and i s  
said t o  be the deepest man-made freshwater hole in Eastern America, 
a t  something more than 600 fee t .  

Some have thought tha t  there was much valuable o n  yet t o  be had 
but subsequent d r i l l i n g  has shown tha t  while there i s  st i l l  valuable 
o n  t o  be had it i s  too l imited a quantity t o  warrant reopening the 
mine. 

After a l l  these years, the va r ie t i e s  of ores, laying above 
ground around the mine, i nc i t e s  the curious. In an hour I have 
picked up no l e s s  than 25 different  o n s ,  most of which my amateur 
geologist fr iend was able t o  identify.  

The Ti l ly  Foster Mine s t i l l  intr igues the in te res t  of those who 
catch the contagion of the prospectorfs fever o r  are reminded of the 
rough and ready mining camp which was a par t  of our area in another 
dsy, o r  who thlnk of former resources which a n  now exhausted, o r  
unable t o  be exploited because of changing conditions, or, l ike  most 
of us who sometimes wonder a t  the clause i n  our property deed which 
excludes you from ownership of mineral r ights.  



THE MURDERER 
Of our late beloved President, ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 

IS SPILL AT LARGE. 

$25,000 REWARD! 
d l 1  hpuM Trr  ilk opprcbra*ion of J0UR R.  Ni HUATT. wnr r t  Borib'r nrcorplka. 

$25,000 wlllbe w i d  fortb=upprrhro.irn ot D m  REWARD C HdBBOLD.uoo(burof Ruutb'aarrorpllsn* 1 




